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“A Light of Revelation to the Gentiles” 
February 2nd:  The Meeting of Our Lord in the Temple 



 

 

CALENDAR OF SERVICES & EVENTS 
 

SUN  1/21/2018   ZACCHAEUS SUNDAY              

   9:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 

        Panachida:  +Archpriest John Klembara, 40th Day 

        By Margie Hromyak and Family 

 

SUN  1/28/2018   1ST PRE-LENTEN SUNDAY: THE PUBLICAN AND PHARISEE    

   9:00 AM   Divine Liturgy & Installation of Officers 

        Parishioner Appreciation Breakfast & Annual Parish Meeting 

 

TUES  1/30/2018   THREE HOLY HIERARCHS (HOLYDAY)      

        BASIL THE GREAT, GREGORY THE THEOLOGIAN & JOHN CHRYSOSTOM  

   9:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 

        Panachida (Perpetual): 

        ++Mudrey Family; ++Vudmaska Family; +Andrew Guzi 

 

THURS  2/1/2018                       

   6:00 PM   Great Vespers for the Holyday 

 

FRI   2/2/2018   MEETING OF THE LORD IN THE TEMPLE (HOLYDAY) 

        40TH DAY OF CHRISTMAS             

   9:00 AM   Divine Liturgy & Blessing of Candles 

 

SUN  2/4/2018   2ND PRE-LENTEN SUNDAY:  THE PRODIGAL SON       

   9:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 

        Panachida:  +John Kolbrich (40th Day) by wife Nona and Family 

Our sympathies are extended to Fr. Michael and Pani Eleanor 
Polanichka on the passing of Fr. Michael’s brother, John Polanichka.  
John’s funeral will be on Saturday, January 27th at St. Nicholas Or-
thodox Church in Scranton.  May God grant comfort and solace to all 
who mourn, and grant to John blessed repose.  Eternal memory! 



 

 

2018 Annual Parish Meeting will be 
on Sunday, January 28th, 2018 after 
Divine Liturgy. All members in good 
standing, who have met their spiritual 
and material obligations (i.e. have—at 
a minimum—participated in the sacra-
ments of Holy Confession and Holy 
Communion within the past year, and 
are financially supporting the parish) 
are encouraged to attend. 
 
Installation of 2018 Church Board Of-
ficers will be on Sunday, January 28th 
at the Divine Liturgy. 
 
No Church School Classes on 
1/28/18. 
 
Blessing of Candles on February 2.  
As is customary, candles will be 
blessed at the Divine Liturgy on Feb-
ruary 2—the holyday of the Meeting 

of Our Lord, the 40th day after the Na-
tivity that remembers the presentation 
of the infant Jesus into the Temple.  It 
is recorded in Gospel of Luke (2:22-39) 
that the elder Simeon recognized the 
infant Jesus as “a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles” on this day.  Thus  we 
highlight the use of candles, as they 
remind us that Christ is the true Light 
of the World.  We will have candles 
available for a donation, but you may 
also bring a candle from home for this 
blessing.  Just place it on the prepared 
table before the Divine Liturgy.  
 
The First Soul Saturday is about a 
month away, on February 10.  Hramoty 
envelopes will be available soon to list 
the names of your dear departed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

You are Invited to the 

PARISHIONER APPRECIATION BREAKFAST 
on Sunday, January 28, 2018 following Divine Liturgy 

 
Throughout the year, we always say “thank you” to our parishioners, but we want to take the 

opportunity to gather for a meal as a community and show our thanks for all of your hard work 
and dedication over the past year. 

 
(Catering by Mr. D’s) 



 

 
Receiving Holy Communion:  Some Practical Reminders 

 
It is a real blessing that we have so many receive Our Lord in Holy Communion 
on a regular basis in our parish. I want to remind all communicants of some prac-
tical matters: 
 
Come close!  Occasionally, you may have been asked to step closer by myself, Fr. 
Michael, or Deacon John when receiving Communion.  The reason is simple:  if 
the priest/deacon has to over-reach, there is a greater chance that the Eucharist 
can be dropped.  Right before Communion, the priest or deacon says “In the fear 
of God and with faith, come forward!”  So, take this to heart and step forward. 
 
Open wide and tilt your head back.  Within Orthodoxy, there are variations on 
the exact way the Eucharist is received.  In our Diocese, the general practice is to 
open your mouth and allow the priest/deacon to reverently place the Eucharist in 
your mouth, without closing your lips on the spoon.  However, in order to do this 

effectively, you need to open wide, tilt 
your head back, and not stick out 
your tongue.  If you do not open your 
mouth wide enough, or if you tilt your 
head forward instead of backwards, 
there is a greater possibility of an acci-
dent. 
 
When you are at the chalice, please 
do not make the Sign of the Cross or 
kiss the chalice. You can make the Sign 
of the Cross before stepping forward 
and only after you have walked away 
from the chalice.  Otherwise, bumping 
the chalice becomes a very real danger. 
 
Do NOT have anything in your 
mouth, like chewing gum or cough 

drops, when you approach Holy Communion.  This should go without saying, yet 
a reminder is in order. 
 
Finally, allow the servers/officers to hold the cloth under your chin. 
 
Being conscientious in these practical matters will greatly assist the clergy in their 



 

 
liturgical functions, and limit the chances of accidents with the Holy Gifts. 
 
On a related note… 
 
When preparing for Holy Communion, do not ignore your doctor’s orders.  
Take your medications as directed, including any food that may be required to 
be taken with the medication.  You are still able to receive Holy Communion. 
 
Other health conditions may also impact the Communion Fast. Please speak to 
me privately if you have any questions or concerns about this matter. 
 

Fr. David 

CALENDAR SWEEPSTAKES—THANK YOU! 
Thank you to everyone who participated in purchasing and selling 
the daily number calendar sweepstake tickets.  Your efforts have 
helped raise over $132,000 for this fundraiser in the past nineteen 
years, at zero cost to the church.  Please return any unsold tickets to 
the church office. Good luck in 2018! 
 

Natalie Lukac 



 

 
In Memoriam, With Our Gratitude 

 
As we start a new year, we want to take this opportunity to recognize those 

parishioners who made provisions for Saint John’s in their will and 
who recently left significant bequests from their estate to our church. 

Eternal Memory, 
Blessed Repose! 

 

+ 
 

Vičnaja Pamjať, 
Blažennyj Pokoj! 

Helen Wanchik Frank Raiti 

Anne Petrosky 
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by Dan Hromyak 
 
"Follow me and I will make you fishers of men." - Mark 1:17 
 
Jesus' call to "Follow me" is a call to all Christians!  The call is in the here and 
now, in our present circumstances, not when we think we are "ready" or have eve-
rything in order.  Good stewardship of our God-given gifts means that things aren't 
always going to go according to our schedule and that God has a much better plan 
in store for each of us.  
 
"Brothers and sisters: I should like you to be free of anxieties." - 1 Corinthians 
7:32 
 
How much anxiety do we bring upon ourselves by constantly worrying about not 
having enough or attaining more things?  God won't necessarily give you every-
thing you want, but He will provide everything you need.  Try this - use the word 
"pray" instead of the word "worry" in the future. 

C())** H(+, S-(./(,/ 
 

Sunday, January 21: 
Kathy & Robert Piston 
(Health and Blessings!) 

 

Sunday, January 28: 
Parishioner Appreciation Breakfast 

 

C())** H(+, V(4+.5**,/ 
Sunday, January 21:  Ed & Francine Fabian 

Sunday, January 28:  Parishioner Appreciation Breakfast 
Sunday, February 4:  Sue + Richie Preston 



 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

    

Jan 21      Sue Van Zanten 
 
Jan. 22     Eleanor Cooper 
 
Jan. 23     George Radu 
        
Jan. 25     John Bauer 
 
Jan. 26     Natalee Ristvey 
                  
Jan. 27     Anna Loposky 
 
Jan. 31     Judith Banas 
 
Feb. 2       Denise Janosky 
 
Feb. 3      Steve Banas 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 MEN TO 

HOLD CANDLES 

 
 

Sunday, January 28th 
 

Kevin Yasnowsky 
Gary Yonchak 

Bob Amos 
Bob Andras 
Jason Baker 

 
Sunday, February 4th  

 
Robert Banas 

Dennis Burprich 
John Cataloni 

Ed Chuba 
Jerry Chupak 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Super Bowl Sunday  

February 4, 2018 

 

 
Eternal Lamp ~ Sunday, January 21st 

 

In Loving Memory of  Father, John Hromyak, Sister, Mary Jane Sernik & Nephew, John Kolbrick  
By: Margie Hromyak 

Eternal Lamp  ~ Sunday, January 28th  
 

In Loving Memory of  Stephen Yonchak Jr. by Gary, Katherine and Michael Yonchak  


